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Preface
"Groups, Algebras and Identities", a Research Workshop of the Israel Science Foundation in honor of Boris Plotkin's 90th birthday, took place at Bar-Ilan University and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem during March 20-24, 2016 . It hosted about 50 participants from 10 countries and was devoted to various problems of Universal Algebra and related areas. These topics reflect the vast spectrum of scientific interests of Boris Plotkin, who was one of the main speakers.
These proceedings include the papers of some of the speakers. In some cases, they have chosen to submit manuscripts which depart from the texts of their lectures. They represent different areas of universal algebra and, of course, are related to the scientific interests and career of B. Plotkin. His paper "Seven Lectures on Universal Algebraic Geometry", which is reprinted here, was previously available only via the internet. Professor Plotkin's scientific career started in the early 1940s at the Ural University of Sverdlovsk, USSR. He returned to this city after the battles of World War II, where he was seriously wounded during the liberation of his hometown of Bobruisk, Belorussia. His scientific advisor was a prominent group-theorist, P.G. Kontorovich. Since the early 1950s, B. Plotkin concentrated his efforts on difficult problems of abstract group theory. His results include the construction of groups with a normalizer condition; the invention of the locally-nilpotent radical, which became known as the Hirsch-Plotkin radical; a comprehensive study of radical groups, and many others. Also, in the early 1950s, he posted the famous Engel (nil) problem. This extremely difficult Burnside-type problem is still open. Numerous group-theoretic results were summarized in his survey papers and in the monograph Groups of Automorphisms of Algebraic Systems.
In A new period in the flourishing mathematical activity of B. Plotkin started after his move to Israel in 1993. In the late 1990s, working at the Hebrew University, he focused his efforts on the theory now commonly known as Universal Algebraic Geometry. An extension of this theory is called Logical Geometry. 
